Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LONDON 04157 181509Z 

73 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ARA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-15 EB-07 TRSE-00 ERDA-07 COME-OO MC-02 10-10 

/109 W 

102224 

R 181432Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9379 
INFO AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

UNCLAS LONDON 04157 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, RH, VE, UK 

SUBJECT: RHODESIA; NEWSPAPER CLAIMS SMITH SHOPPING FOR 
JETS IN VENEZUELA 

tv LONDON'S SUNDAY TELEGRAPH, MARCH 16, HAS ARTICLE 
CLAIMING RHODESIA HAS BEGUN "AN UNDERCOVER OPERATION" TO 
BUILD UP ITS AIR FORCE WITH NEGOTIATIONS TO OBTAIN JET 
FIGHTERS FROM SOUTH AMERICA AND RECRUIT FORMER R.A.F. MEN 
IN BRITAIN TO FLY THEM. TELEGRAPH CLAIMS AGENTS FROM 
SALISBURY HAVE DISCUSSED WITH VENEZUELAN BUSINESSMEN AN 
OFFER TO BUY 28 AMERICAN SABRE JETS FOR 6.3 MILLION 
POUNDS. RHODESIA IS ALSO LOOKING FOR MORE PLANES IN 
OTHER SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 
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SAID ON MARCH 16 THAT RHODESIAN AGENTS HAD OFFERED 225 
THOUSAND POUNDS EACH FOR THE SABRES, WHICH ARE NOW IN 
THE HANDS OF PRIVATE BUSINESS INTERESTS. THE RHODESIANS 
ALLEGEDLY SUGGESTED THAT PLANES MIGHT BE SHIPPED SECRET- 
LY TO SOUTHERN AFRICA UNDER GUISE OF FARM IMPLEMENTS. 
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